


Treasures and Rewards
What really matters? 



“If a church, for  full year, would gather around reading deeply, 
meditating on, and applying the Sermon on the Mount––it would 
renovate their entire existence together.”

- Dan White Jr.



1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from 
your Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 6



2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not 
let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that 
your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.

Matthew 6



5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. 
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Matthew 6



16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.17 But when 
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,18 that your fasting 
may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. 
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Matthew 6



Which is better?

a. Accolades from people
b. A kiss from your dog
c. Rewards from God our Father



19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 

Matthew 6



20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal.

Matthew 6



21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6



The Parable of the Rich Fool



13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who 
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 

Luke 12



15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against 
all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions.”

Luke 12



16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I 
do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’18 And he said, ‘I will do 
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods.

Luke 12



Your abundance does not come just from you 
and it is not just for you



16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I 
do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’18 And he said, ‘I will do 
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods.

Luke 12



19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 

Luke 12



8  Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness,
And for His wonderful works to the children of men!
9  For He satisfies the longing soul, And fills the hungry soul with 
goodness.

Psalm 107



20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So 
is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God.”

Luke 12



Set your heart on the eternal treasures of 
heaven, not the temporary rewards of this 

world



32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the 
needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.

Luke 12
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